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Cross-Strait 
cooperation 
highlighted
New spokesman says five-year plan 
will expand ties, promote reunification

Strait exchanges and cooperation, 
and jointly preserve and promote 
Chinese culture across the Strait.

The mainland will also advance 
the high-quality development of 
cross-Strait integrated development 
demonstration zones, strengthen 
industrial cooperation and promote 
economic collaboration across the 
Strait.

Policies will be implemented to 
ensure Taiwan compatriots enjoy 
the same treatment as the mainland 
residents, creating better conditions 
for them to study, work and live on 
the mainland, and enhancing the 
well-being of compatriots on both 
sides of the Strait, according to the 
document.

“We will encourage and support 
more Taiwan compatriots who wish 
to participate in the mainland’s 
socioeconomic development plans, 
sharing opportunities and achieve-
ments of Chinese-style moderniza-
tion,” Peng added.

Peng pointed out that the current 
tension across the Strait stems fun-
damentally from the Lai Ching-te 
administration’s refusal to recognize 
the 1992 Consensus, which embod-
ies the one-China principle and was 
jointly acknowledged by leaders on 
both sides of the Strait 33 years ago.

“The Democratic Progressive Par-
ty authorities have long smeared 
and distorted the 1992 Consensus, 
seriously undermining the shared 
political foundation of cross-Strait 
relations, as well as the common 
interests of compatriots on both 
sides,” he said, adding that cross-
Strait relations can improve and 
develop, and Taiwan compatriots 
will benefit when the consensus is 
upheld.

“‘Taiwan independence’ separa-
tism is fundamentally incompatible 
with peace across the Strait; only 
national reunification can guaran-
tee lasting peace and stability for 
Taiwan,” he noted.

Previously, Peng served as deputy 
director of the economic affairs 
bureau as well as director of the 
Research Center for Cross-Strait 
Relations. During his tenure, he also 
temporarily served as vice-mayor of 
Hefei, Anhui province.

At his debut briefing, Peng said 
that in his new role, he will prompt-
ly and accurately present the main-
land’s policies and measures 
regarding Taiwan.

“I will strengthen communication 
and exchanges with everyone, and 
work together to enhance mutual 
understanding between compatri-
ots on both sides of the Taiwan 
Strait,” Peng said.

By li shangyi
lishangyi@chinadaily.com.cn

The Chinese mainland is commit-
ted to promoting the peaceful 
development of cross-Strait rela-
tions and advancing national reuni-
fication, as outlined in the 
recommendations for its new five-
year socioeconomic plan.

Peng Qing’en, the newly appoint-
ed spokesman for the State Council 
Taiwan Affairs Office and director of 
its economic affairs bureau, stated 

during his first news 
conference in Bei-
jing on Wednesday 
that the mainland 
will continue to 
improve the sys-
tems and policies 
that foster cross-
Strait economic and 
cultural exchanges 

and cooperation. He said efforts will 
be made to deepen integrated devel-
opment across the Taiwan Strait, 
following the guidelines set by the 
fourth plenary session of the 20th 
Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China.

Peng emphasized that the main-
land remains firmly committed to 
the one-China principle and the 
1992 Consensus, while resolutely 
opposing “Taiwan independence” 
separatist activities and external 
interference.

The plenary session, held from 
Oct 20 to 23, outlined clear objec-
tives for Taiwan-related work: pro-
moting the peaceful development 
of cross-Strait relations and 
advancing the cause of national 
reunification.

Although the communique issued 
after the plenary session did not 
explicitly mention the concept of 
peaceful reunification, Peng said the 
mainland’s stance has always been 
consistent and clear, guided by the 
principles of the concept and the 
“one country, two systems” policy.

The new spokesman reiterated 
that the mainland strives to 
achieve peaceful reunification and 
called for joint efforts of compatri-
ots from both sides of the Strait to 
do so. But he added that the main-
land will never renounce the use of 
force and reserves the option to 
take all necessary measures to 
achieve the goal.

According to the “Recommenda-
tions of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of China for 
Formulating the 15th Five-Year Plan 
for National Economic and Social 
Development” released on Tuesday, 
the mainland will deepen cross-

Peng 
Qing’en

Taiwan businesspeople urge greater 
partnership at trade fair in Tianjin
By Yan Dongjie in Tianjin
yandongjie@chinadaily.com.cn

Representatives from Taiwan 
expressed a desire to boost cooper-
ation with the Chinese mainland 
in fields such as intelligent manu-
facturing and high technology, as 
well as to deepen exchanges 
among young people and promote 
the peaceful advancement of 
cross-Strait reunification at the 
Tianjin-Taiwan Investment and 
Trade Fair, which opened in Tian-
jin on Wednesday.

Lee Cheng-hung, president of 
the Association of Taiwan Invest-
ment Enterprises on the Main-
land, said the highlights in the 
“Recommendations of the Central 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of China for Formulating 
the 15th Five-Year Plan for Nation-
al Economic and Social Develop-
ment” — including sci-tech 
innovation, green and low-carbon 
transition, and the building of a 
Healthy China — are aligned with 
the existing strengths and the 
future development of Taiwan-
funded businesses.

Lee said Taiwan-funded enter-
prises will leverage their advanta-
ges in fields such as aviation 
machinery, biomedicine and pet-
rochemicals to align with the 
plan’s key development direct-
ives. He highlighted that the 
information technology applica-
tion and innovation industry that 
the mainland is actively building 
is a key area that Taiwan business-
es are watching closely, expecting 
to achieve a win-win collabora-
tion through a strong alliance.

“We are very eager to seize the 
new opportunities of the 15th 
Five-Year Plan, leverage the lead-
ing role of top enterprises from 

both Tianjin and Taiwan, and col-
laborate to enhance and extend 
the industrial chain. By joining 
hands, we can complement each 
other’s advantages and create a 
win-win situation,” Lee said.

Beyond economic and trade 
cooperation, the Taiwan business-
people attending the fair said they 
also place great importance on 
enhancing people-to-people 
exchanges and emotional bonds 
between compatriots on both 
sides of the Strait.

Lei Hung-i, chairman of the Tai-
wan Council for Industrial and 
Commercial Development, said 
the fair marked his first visit to 
Tianjin and his 10th time leading 
a delegation to the mainland for 
exchanges this year. He hopes to 
use the council’s platform to bring 
more Taiwan entrepreneurs to the 
mainland, which he said can facil-
itate more cross-Strait coopera-
tion and help young people from 
the island better understand the 
mainland, thereby further 
advancing peaceful cross-Strait 
reunification.

“The outcome of peaceful reuni-
fication is certain, but the process 
is very important. How to promote 
reunification peacefully is the cur-
rent priority,” he said, adding that 
strengthening exchanges and 
interactions between young peo-
ple is one of the important ways to 
achieve this.

Lei said that Taiwan entrepre-
neurs are currently quite interest-
ed in cooperating in industries 
such as agriculture, smart manu-
facturing, and the health and 
wellness industry, and that high-
tech related fields are also receiv-
ing significant attention.

“For now, they can start by mak-
ing preliminary arrangements. 

The first step is to come, look 
around and get to know local 
friends,” he said. “Ten years from 
now, as their positions in the com-
pany rise or they prepare to take 
over, they might think of having 
friends in Tianjin and plan to 
come back. This is a long-term 
plan.”

Jing Ran, a young entrepreneur 
from Taiwan, established Daguo 
Elderly Care Technology (Tianjin) 
Co in Tianjin. Targeting the need 
to care for seniors as the nation’s 
population continues to age, he 
operates about 20 elder care insti-
tutions nationwide, managing 
1,800 beds in total.

“We hope to continue using 
Tianjin as our center to extend 
our services and products to more 
second- and third-tier cities, solv-
ing problems with elder care and 
nursing for the majority of ordi-
nary people, and making a posi-
tive contribution to promoting 
the high-quality development of 
China’s elder care sector,” Jing 
said.

Song Tao, head of the Taiwan 
Work Office of the Communist Par-
ty of China Central Committee and 
the State Council Taiwan Affairs 
Office, said: “We have always been 
committed to the principle that the 
two sides of the Strait are one fami-
ly, actively promoting cross-Strait 
economic and cultural exchanges 
and cooperation, fostering com-
mon interests, strengthening emo-
tional bonds and promoting 
mutual understanding. We aim to 
create more development oppor-
tunities for our Taiwan compatri-
ots and enable them to share in the 
fruits of development.”

Zhang Haoyu contributed to this 
story.

Xizang’s green success exemplifies sustainable development
By Palden Nyima, 
Daqiong in Nyingchi, Xizang 
and Zhao Ruinan

The Xizang autonomous region is 
a vivid example of Chinese modern-
ization and a new model for global 
green cooperation on sustainable 
development, global officials and 
experts said on Wednesday.

The remarks were made at the 
2025 Forum on the Development of 
Xizang, which brought together 
more than 400 participants from 
44 countries and regions.

As China formulates the 15th 
Five-Year Plan (2026-30) for nation-
al socioeconomic development, the 
modernization of Xizang now 
stands at a new historical starting 
point, said Mo Gaoyi, deputy direct-
or of the Publicity Department of 
the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee and minister of the 
State Council Information Office, at 
the opening ceremony.

Mo also highlighted the exchange 
of governance experiences, improv-
ing the well-being of people and 
telling the story of human rights in 
Xizang, as well as enhancing 
exchange and mutual learning 
among civilizations.

“Xizang’s story is one of transfor-
mation,” said Shahbaz Khan, 
UNESCO representative to China 
and director of the UNESCO 
Regional Office for East Asia. 
“We’re witnessing a once remote 
region now connected through 
modern infrastructure linking its 
highest valleys and most distant 
communities. These investments 
have expanded opportunities 
while enabling better access to ser-
vices, education and markets.”

Khalil Hashmi, Pakistan’s 
ambassador to China, said Xizang’s 
development “offers a replicable 
model for other plateau regions”, 
showing how green growth and 
cultural preservation can advance 
together.

“By (the end of) 2025, the inte-
grated output value of the highland 
barley industrial chain in Xizang 
will exceed 5 billion yuan ($704 mil-
lion). This full-chain technological 
empowerment has enabled high-
land barley products to successfully 
enter the EU and Southeast Asian 
markets,” he said.

Looking ahead, Hashmi pro-
posed building “a cross-regional 
industrial value chain of technolo-
gy sharing, capacity cooperation 

and market interconnection” and 
called for “turning the Himalayas 
from a geographical dividing line 
into a bridge of cooperation”.

Maubere Lorosae da Silva Horta, 
Timor-Leste’s ambassador to Chi-
na, said the challenges faced by 
Xizang’s glaciers mirror those con-

fronting his country’s coral reefs — 
“different in geography, but united 
by the same test of climate change”.

He noted that more than half of 
Xizang’s land is under ecological 
red-line protection and that com-
pensation funds have risen from 3.7 
billion yuan to 16.1 billion yuan over 

the past decade, helping over 2 mil-
lion herders find “ecological jobs”.

“Ecological protection knows no 
national boundaries,” Horta said, 
calling for closer South-South coop-
eration through a joint Plateau-Is-
land Ecological Monitoring 
Mechanism.

Meanwhile, Zhao Peng, vice-
chairman of the regional govern-
ment, emphasized the role of young 
people in promoting Xizang’s sus-
tainable development.

“Young people in Xizang are writ-
ing the four great chapters — stabil-
ity, development, ecology and 
strong borders — on every inch of 
the plateau,” he said.

Zhao added that Xizang’s 1.7 mil-
lion population of young people 
and more than 14,900 volunteers 
are helping drive frontier moderni-
zation. He urged them to lead by 
example in building an eco-civiliza-
tion — adopting green, low-carbon 
lifestyles and joining environmen-
tal protection and community con-
servation efforts “to contribute to a 
more beautiful and sustainable 
Xizang”.

Contact the writers at 
zhaoruinan@chinadaily.com.cn

Guests from home and abroad listen at the opening ceremony of 
the 2025 Forum on the Development of Xizang in Nyingchi, Xizang 
autonomous region, on Wednesday. KUNGA LESANG / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

Visitors explore the exhibition of Cambodian-style theater-related art pieces, including costumes 
and theatrical helmets, at the 12th China-ASEAN (Nanning) Theatre Week Theatre Arts Exhibi-
tion at Nanning Museum, Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, on Wednesday. 
Chen Guanyan / China News Service

Cultural bridges in drama Ancient 
ancestor 
honored 
in Zhejiang
By Chen Ye in Lishui, Zhejiang
chenye@chinadaily.com.cn

A grand ceremony honoring 
Huangdi, also known as the Yellow 
Emperor, was held on Wednesday at 
the Huangdi Temple in Jinyun coun-
ty, part of Lishui city in Zhejiang 
province.

Revered throughout Chinese his-
tory, Huangdi, who reigned over a 
united China around 5,000 years 
ago, is believed to be the legendary 
ancestor of the Chinese people and 
the founder of Chinese culture. Leg-
end holds that the Yellow Emperor 
practiced alchemy at Dinghu Peak in 
Jinyun and rode a dragon to heaven.

More than 400 people, including 
national role models, Taiwan com-
patriots and overseas Chinese, 
attended the ceremonial rituals.

The sacrificial rites started at 9:50 
am — representing jiuwu, or “nine 
five”, numbers that, when com-
bined, represent the Yellow Emper-
or’s supreme majesty. 

Drums were then beaten 34 times 
and bells struck 15 times, represent-
ing the 34 provinces, municipalities, 
autonomous regions and special 
administrative regions, and the 1.5 
billion Chinese people worldwide. 
Flower baskets and wine offerings 
were presented, and music and 
dance performances, as well as vari-
ous rituals were also held.

“It is part of the fine traditional 
culture of the Chinese nation that all 
descendants of Yandi and Huangdi 
should follow,” said Tsai Meng-hsu-
an, a student from Taiwan who just 
finished his doctoral studies at 
Fudan University. The achieve-
ments of Huangdi, together with the 
contributions of his contemporary 
Yandi, or the Yan Emperor, led to the 
two sovereigns being widely regard-
ed as the joint creators of both the 
Chinese nation and its civilization, 
and as the forefathers of the Chinese 
people.

“These rites are our roots and ori-
gins,” Tsai said. “If you lose them, 
you will lose your direction and for-
get who you are.”

For Tsai, the ceremony was a 
homecoming: his grandfather was 
originally from Longquan, a county-
level city also administered by 
Lishui, and moved to Taiwan in the 
late 1940s.

“Young people in Taiwan should 
take full advantage of the diverse 
social media platforms on the main-
land, such as Douyin and RedNote, 
and immerse themselves in person 
in cultural experiences like the cere-
mony today,” Tsai advised.

The ceremony also coincided 
with the Double Ninth Festival, 
also known as Chongyang Festival, 
which falls on the ninth day of the 
ninth month on the traditional 
Chinese calendar and is celebrated 
to honor and show respect to the 
elderly.

Local people began paying tribute 
to Huangdi over 1,600 years ago 
during the Eastern Jin Dynasty (317-
420), with the practice peaking dur-
ing the Tang (618-907) and Song 
(960-1279) dynasties, according to 
Zhang Hongmin, a researcher with 
the Zhejiang Academy of Social Sci-
ences.

“These traditions collectively 
demonstrate the Chinese nation’s 
continuous inheritance of the Yel-
low Emperor culture throughout 
history,” he said.

With the rapid development of 
artificial intelligence technologies, 
the image of Huangdi and his deeds 
can be further interpreted and eluci-
dated, enabling new possibilities for 
understanding and spreading the 
cultural legacy, Zhang added.

These traditions 
collectively 
demonstrate the 
Chinese nation’s 
continuous 
inheritance of the 
Yellow Emperor 
culture throughout 
history.”
Zhang Hongmin, a researcher 
with the Zhejiang Academy of 
Social Sciences 


