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China driving 
global express 
development
Industry looks to tech innovation to 
accelerate growth in delivery market

By luo wangshu 
in Tonglu, Zhejiang
luowangshu@chinadaily.com.cn

China remained the world’s larg-
est express delivery market in 
2024, accounting for 65 percent of 
global parcel volume, according to 
the Global Express Development 
Report (2025) released on Tuesday 
in Zhejiang province.

The report, unveiled at the 6th 
Express Delivery Industry Confer-
ence in Tonglu, Zhejiang, shows 
China has extended its leadership 
for an 11th consecutive year, rein-
forcing its role as the primary 
engine of global parcel market 
expansion.

The report found that global 
express and parcel services han-
dled 267.9 billion items in 2024, up 
17.49 percent year-on-year, while 
industry revenue grew 14.05 per-
cent to 4.61 trillion yuan ($648 bil-
lion). 

China alone processed 175.08 
billion parcels, an increase of 21.5 
percent, with sector revenue rising 
13.8 percent to 1.4 trillion yuan. 
The country’s express market also 
stabilized at a historic scale of 
more than 10 billion parcels per 
month, a level unmatched world-
wide.

“China’s share of global express 
parcel volume has climbed to 65 
percent, making it the key driver 
of the sector’s global expansion,” 
said Xie Momei, deputy director of 
the international business depart-
ment at the Development and 
Research Center of the State Post 
Bureau.

Despite complex global condi-
tions — including geopolitical ten-
sions, an uneven economic 
recovery, and environmental risks 
— strong e-commerce growth con-
tinued to fuel parcel demand 
worldwide, Xie noted. She added 
that the express industry has sig-
nificantly improved its quality and 
sustainable development, becom-
ing one of the most efficient and 
technologically advanced logistics 
systems globally.

The report forecasts that global 
parcel volume is likely to exceed 300 
billion pieces this year, with world-
wide revenue poised to surpass 5 
trillion yuan.

Industry leaders said China’s 
domestic performance this year 
further reflects the sector’s resil-
ience. According to Gao Hongfeng, 
president of the China Express 
Association, China’s parcel volume 

surpassed 150 billion items by Oct 
11, reaching the milestone 37 days 
earlier than in 2024.

During this year’s “Double 11” 
online shopping festival, postal 
and express enterprises handled 
13.94 billion parcels from Oct 21 to 
Nov 11, with an average daily vol-
ume of 634 million, or 117.8 percent 
of normal levels. 

The peak single-day volume 
soared to 777 million items, setting 
a new national record for daily par-
cel handling.

“This demonstrates the steady 
growth of China’s consumer mar-
ket and the express industry’s cru-
cial role in supporting the unified 
national market,” Gao said. He 
called for placing technological 
innovation at the core, accelerat-
ing intelligent upgrades, and pro-
moting large-scale applications of 
unmanned delivery, smart cloud 
warehouses, and low-altitude 
logistics as the sector shifts from 
high-speed growth to high-quality 
development.

Express companies are already 
moving quickly in this direction. 
Lai Meisong, chairman of ZTO 
Express, said artificial intelligence 
is now applied across the entire 
logistics chain, enabling the digital-
ization of “every vehicle, every 
worker and every parcel”.

Lai noted that ZTO’s per-parcel 
transfer cost dropped from 1.26 
yuan in 2016 to 0.63 yuan in the 
first half of 2025, while the average 
express delivery price in China 
declined from 12.7 yuan to 7.5 yuan 
over the same period. “This has 
freed up more than one trillion 
yuan in value that ultimately flows 
back to businesses and consum-
ers,” he said.

At ZTO’s Tonglu sorting hub, 
eight Neolix autonomous vehicles 
have already been put into opera-
tion. Tang Rong, manager of the 
facility, said the driverless vehicles 
increased overall site efficiency by 
about 70 percent and significantly 
reduced labor costs.

Each Neolix vehicle can handle 
the workload of three drivers and 
operates around the clock. A typi-
cal 60-kilometer delivery run costs 
about 15 yuan in electricity, com-
pared with at least 50 yuan in fuel 
for a traditional vehicle covering 
the same distance. 

Tang added that the sorting hub 
plans to expand its fleet to 15 Neol-
ix vehicles next year, further 
improving delivery times and 
operational stability.

Nation willing to share afforestation 
successes to combat climate change
By hou liqiang in Belem, Brazil
houliqiang@chinadaily.com.cn

China will ramp up efforts to 
help other developing countries 
combat climate change and stim-
ulate their economies through 
improved forest management, a 
senior Chinese official 
announced at the ongoing Unit-
ed Nations Climate Change Con-
ference, or COP30, on Tuesday.

Li Gao, head of the Chinese del-
egation to the conference in 
Belem, Brazil, said the nation 
would leverage its own afforesta-
tion successes to assist others in 
unlocking the value of forest eco-
systems.

Addressing an event held at 
the COP30 China pavilion, Li, 
who is also vice-minister of ecol-
ogy and environment, highlight-
ed a series of measures China 
has rolled out to tap the poten-
tial of forests in conserving 
water, bringing in economic 
benefits, boosting grain produc-
tion, and enhancing carbon sink 
capacity.

As part of a strategic push to 
bolster its national ecological 
security, China has launched a 
series of large-scale conservation 
projects, Li said. These include 
the flagship Three-North Shel-
terbelt Forest Program, as well as 
comprehensive efforts to restore 
integrated ecosystems of moun-
tains, waters, forests, farmlands, 
lakes, grasslands, and deserts, he 
added.

Li also noted the country’s 

endeavor to promote technologi-
cal innovation to overcome key 
challenges in arid zone afforesta-
tion and degraded grassland res-
toration.

The endeavor has not only 
enhanced the role of forests and 
grasslands as water conservators 
but also promoted the develop-
ment of a forest-based non-tim-
ber economy, creating direct 
financial benefits for local popu-
lations, he said.

Furthermore, China is using 
market tools to incentivize con-
servation, he said. Forestry car-
bon sinks are now part of the 

China Certified Emission Reduc-
tion program. 

This system enables companies 
to earn and trade carbon credits, 
converting their environmental 
contributions into tangible eco-
nomic gains.

“All of these efforts have trans-
formed into increasingly evident 
tangible achievements,” Li said.

By the end of 2024, for instance, 
China’s forest stock volume had 
exceeded 20 billion cubic meters, 
representing an increase of over 7 
billion cu m since 2005, he said. 
China is one of the few countries 
in the world that have seen a net 
increase in mangrove forest, he 
added.

He said that foremost, these 
initiatives have contributed sig-
nificantly to biodiversity conser-
vation, ecosystem resilience, 
and income generation for 
many.

Li stressed that China is willing 
to share its experiences in forest 
management with the rest of the 
world.

“While consistently enhancing 
its capability in carbon sink man-
agement by promoting a monitor-
ing and accounting system, China 
is willing to deepen South-South 
cooperation in forestry carbon 
sink technology and capacity 
building,” he said.

The 30th session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, which began 
on Nov 10, is set to conclude on 
Friday. 

‘Group-style’ aid program transforming healthcare in Xizang
By Palden Nyima
and daqiong in Lhasa

More than 2,400 specialist doc-
tors have been sent to the Xizang 
autonomous region since 2015 
under a “group-style” medical 
assistance program, a decade-long 
initiative that officials say has dra-
matically improved healthcare 
quality and saved countless lives.

The program, which focuses on 
capacity building, talent develop-
ment and high-altitude medical 
research, has shifted from short-
term aid to a sustainable “blood 
production” model that strength-
ens local hospitals rather than 
relying on temporary outside sup-
port, Tan Xiangdong, deputy 
director of the region’s health com-
mission, said at a news conference 
on Monday.

The initiative — spearheaded by 
12 provinces and municipalities 
across China — initially used a 
“1+7” framework, supporting one 
central hospital and seven city-level 
hospitals. By August 2021, it had 
expanded into a “1+7+13” network 
that includes 13 county hospitals. 
Six city hospitals have now reached 
Class A tertiary status, the country’s 
highest accreditation level, while 

seven county hospitals have 
attained Class A secondary status, 
with more expected to follow, Tan 
said.

A central element of the effort 
has been its “master-apprentice” 
model. More than 2,000 medical 
teams have received mentorship, 
training over 5,400 local doctors, 
according to Tan.

By the end of 2020, the region’s 
maternal mortality rate had fallen 
to 48 per 100,000, down from 
108.86 in 2014. The infant mortality 
rate dropped to 7.6 per 1,000 from 
16.81 over the same period. Average 
life expectancy rose to 72.19 years 
by the end of 2020, the commis-
sion’s data shows.

Lhasa People’s Hospital illus-
trates the transformation. Once an 
ordinary regional facility, it is now 
the first in Xizang to earn Class A 
tertiary accreditation. Outpatient 
visits have surged to 370,000 annu-
ally, 2.5 times the figure a decade 
ago, said Bai Youqing, the hospital’s 
vice-president.

Complex procedures — including 
plasma exchanges, splenic rupture 
surgeries and the region’s first suc-
cessful treatment of toxic epider-
mal necrolysis — are now regularly 
performed.

Training local talent for long-
term impact remains a core goal. 
Through structured mentorship, 
many local doctors have gained the 
ability to independently manage 
complicated cases.

In August 2025, Tsewang Pema, a 
doctor at the people’s hospital in 
Nagchu city, shifted from being an 
observer to playing a lead role in 
saving a pregnant woman suffering 
from a severe placenta previa hem-
orrhage. She credited the hands-on 
guidance from her mentor, Guo 
Chuanjia of Dalian Medical Univer-
sity in Liaoning province.

Tsewang Pema said during Guo’s 
first week in Xizang, “he guided us 
through systematic pathways for 
managing common obstetric emer-
gencies”.

 “He not only showed us what to 
do, but also explained why each 
step mattered. He told us resour-
ces may be limited here, but our 
thinking must not be. Theory is 
our most reliable compass — his 
words left a lasting impression on 
me.”

The “group-style” initiative has 
also improved healthcare infra-
structure in remote counties and 
townships. According to Wu 
Chenglin, director of the health 

service center in Lhunze county, 
medical aid funding of 110 million 
yuan ($15 million) has paid for 
major renovations to the county 
hospital, including new facilities 
such as an infectious disease 
building and a hyperbaric oxygen 
chamber.

Advanced equipment, including 

a 64-slice CT scanner, has strength-
ened diagnostic capabilities, and 
standardized health centers have 
been built in townships to better 
serve rural residents, Wu said.

Contact the writers at 
palden_nyima@
chinadaily.com.cn

Medical workers from Hubei province care for a newborn at a hos-
pital in Lhokha city, Xizang autonomous region, on May 26.
zhu xiyong / for china daily

New drug 
used to treat 
common 
infection
By Wang Xiaoyu 
wangxiaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

A new treatment combination 
for Helicobacter pylori — a com-
mon stomach bacterium linked to 
ulcers and gastritis — based on a 
domestically developed drug has 
shown comparable, and in some 
cases superior, efficacy in eradicat-
ing the infection compared with 
standard therapy, according to 
recent clinical research.

The therapy offers a promising 
new approach to tackling the 
growing challenge of antimicrobi-
al resistance, said the study pub-
lished in the international journal 
The Lancet Infectious Diseases in 
late September.

The experimental triple therapy 
centers on rifasutenizol, a novel 
antimicrobial agent developed 
specifically for H. pylori infection 
by Tennor Therapeutics, a pharma-
ceutical company based in Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province.

Researchers from the gastroen-
terology department at Peking 
University Third Hospital con-
ducted a Phase 3 clinical trial to 
compare the new regimen’s effica-
cy and safety with a conventional 
quadruple therapy containing bis-
muth potassium citrate. The study 
involved 700 infected patients 
beginning treatment.

Results showed that the infec-
tion eradication rate achieved by 
the triple therapy was not inferior 
to that of the quadruple therapy.

Notably, the new treatment dem-
onstrated superior efficacy in 
patients with multidrug-resistant 
infections and was associated with 
a lower incidence of clinical 
adverse reactions.

“Rifasutenizol represents a 
promising addition to the existing 
options for tackling antimicrobial 
resistance, and RTT (the triple 
therapy) represents a promising 
first-line treatment option for Heli-
cobacter pylori infection,” the study 
said.

In China, the H. pylori infection 
rate is about 40 to 50 percent.

Because the bacterial infection 
can lead to ulcers and gastric can-
cers, deploying effective treat-
ments is considered a key measure 
to help reduce the incidence of 
stomach cancer, which accounts 
for about 12 percent of all cancer-
related deaths in China.

Song Zhiqiang, deputy head of 
the gastroenterology department 
at the hospital and a lead author of 
the study, said the bacterium is 
generally highly sensitive to the 
novel drug, which also exhibits an 
excellent safety profile.

“Rifasutenizol is expected to effec-
tively address the problem of treat-
ment inefficacy and significantly 
improve the eradication rate of Heli-
cobacter pylori infections,” he said.

While consistently 
enhancing its 
capability in carbon 
sink management 
by promoting a 
monitoring and 
accounting system, 
China is willing to 
deepen South-
South cooperation 
in forestry carbon 
sink technology and 
capacity building.”
Li Gao, head of the Chinese 
delegation to COP30

Visitors immerse themselves in a winter wonderland at the Huangshan Mountain scenic area in Anhui province on Tuesday, where the 
spectacular rime ice on trees blends with a sea of clouds. The first rime ice of the winter appeared overnight after cold air and rainfall, trans-
forming branches and rocks into a shimmering icy spectacle. The floating clouds complement the fairy-tale scene. hou ruidong / for china daily

A winter fairy tale


